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Elegy
Translated from Russian by Philip Metres and Tatiana Tulchinsky

1.
Sometimes you ask yourself, “Could something else be possible?” — and it 
seems at that moment that it could.

2.
Sometimes you think, “This will never ever come to an end” — and the end  
is indeed nowhere in sight.

3.
Sometimes you wonder whether it’s worth it to inhibit natural processes.   
And is it indeed?

4.
Sometimes it wouldn’t hurt to point out the fact that something nevertheless  
is happening, isn’t it?

5.
Sometimes it’s appropriate to note that at present, everything is coming  
together and a kind of pattern, one might say, is becoming visible.

6.
Sometimes merely a quick glance is enough to grasp, if not everything, then  
at least the very essence.

7.
Sometimes you think: “What should I do now — take full responsibility upon 
myself for what’s happened?  Well, so be it.  And then what?”

8.
Sometimes you feel that there is something in this that appeals and at the same 
time obviously repels.  You’d like to know namely what it is.
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9.
Sometimes you suddenly want to look inside, and when you do, you wished 
you hadn’t.

10.
Sometimes something enters your head, and afterwards you’re literally  
not yourself.

11.
Sometimes you dream something that, however you interpret it, it all means 
the same thing.

12.
Sometimes chimeras haunt you from all sides, you do your best to drive  
them away…

13.
Sometimes you think about whatever you want, except what you really need 
to think about.

14.
Sometimes you suddenly grasp so clearly that you’ll get nothing but what 
you’ve earned, and everything will fall into its appropriate place.

15.
Sometimes a feeling comes that everything will be decided very soon.   
Later you remember this and think, “I’ll be damned . . .”

16.
Sometimes a feeling arises that it can’t be otherwise.

17.
Sometimes you imagine what would be if everything were different, and you  
decide to yourself, “Really, what are you talking about!” and only wave your hand.

18.
Sometimes you’re lost in thought literally all night long about unrealized  
possibilities and you don’t even notice when dawn arrives.
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19.
Sometimes you wonder why one would have confidence that everything will 
work out somehow.

20.
Sometimes, finding yourself unwittingly listening to muffled voices beyond a 
wall, you think, they’re not going to say anything interesting, yet you strain to 
hear them — God, as if your life depends on it!

21.
Sometimes you go up to a group having a vigorous conversation about some-
thing, and you listen to what they’re talking about, and then just walk off.

22.
Sometimes someone passes by, saying something over their shoulder and disap-
pearing, and whether you attach some meaning to it or not doesn’t really matter.

23.
Sometimes suddenly you react fiercely to something that, at another time, you 
wouldn’t have even noticed.

24.
Sometimes you suddenly understand that you won’t even get halfway, much 
less to the end.  It’s really frustrating . . .

25.
Sometimes a crazy idea suddenly appears: “Well, should I just say it?”

26.
Sometimes you wait for the most fitting moment to say it, but the moment 
never comes.

27.
Sometimes you think to yourself, “Man, you just don’t have it in you to shovel 
it to them.  That’s the whole truth.  It’s not about the fucking ‘art’ ”. . .

28.
Sometimes regarding someone’s mistaken interpretation of your idea, it’s fine 
to say, “Let them think what they will.  Do I have to explain everything?”
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29.
Sometimes, at the mention of someone’s name, you feel how your face 
changes, and you’re afraid that someone might notice.

30.
Sometimes you feel that you are saying or doing something that’s not right, 
but you still can’t stop yourself.

31.
Sometimes you try to be utterly careful, but it won’t happen.

32.
Sometimes you aim for the highest goal, ignoring the trifles of life, but  
nothing turns out that way.

33.
Sometimes you succeed in rising above the world of passions, and you’d like 
to tell those still down below something consoling, but instead you only throw 
your hands over the abyss and keep silent.

34.
Sometimes a phrase churns in your head and you try to drive it away.  You better 
not: in it, there’s probably some secret meaning of what’s happening right now.

35.
Sometimes you rush hither and thither in search of peace, but all you need  
to do is wait and it will come.

36.
Sometimes you seem to be approaching something, but it moves ever  
further away.

37
Sometimes, approaching the forbidden line, you’ll think for a minute and  
then step over it.

38.
Sometimes you can’t afford to lose literally a minute, but for some reason you 
keep putting it off . . .
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39.
Sometimes you should clearly give it a little time, but you only understand  
it afterward.

40.
Sometimes you stare into the distance for a long time, trying to discover,  
identify something.

41.
Sometimes you peer intently into the half-light, not hoping to find, not  
fearing to lose.

42.
Sometimes you keep yelling and you can’t hear yourself.

43.
Sometimes you keep looking around yourself and doubt in the reality of what’s 
happening.  But surely that’s wrong, though it’s tempting to think otherwise.

44.
Sometimes you keep thinking and some sensible decision will come.

45.
Sometimes you keep waiting and yet nothing happens. . . but then, out of  
the blue, something pops up.

46.
Sometimes you imagine that a hazel branch is a sign of everything impossible, 
unending rain is a sign of future times, and veiled light in a strange window is 
a sign of the inscrutability of the way.

47.
Sometimes you sigh and think to yourself.  And you begin sighing again.




