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Karim Zaimovié

GOOD EVENING
FELLOW CITIZENS GF
SARAJEVO.

71 Have A sTORY
TELL YOUL.
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

IT ALL BEGAN AS
AN ASSIGNMENT,
FILLER FOR THE

DAILY NEWSPAPER.

srmmans, fimooeoms

FOR THE MYSTERIOLS DEMisE | BECAUSE SO LITTLE

OF THE LONDON-BASED WAS KNOWN ABOUIT
SCOTEMAN.

HIS DEATH...

FOR LACK OF BETTER
LEADS, | TURNED MY

+OR BECAUSE DEATH
WAS A PART OF
EVERYDAY REALITY

REGINALD LEWIS,
ATT REPORTER,

| WAS ALMOST
READY TO BUT A FEW DAYS LATER
GIVE UP ON 3 | MET WITH A

THE STORY, 2 ¢ FOREIGN REI TERS
FIGURING THAT g THE INFORMATI
THERE WAS | THEY SHA
NOTHING ELSE SHONE A NEW AND
TO ... i XPECTED LIGHT
o f I5'S DEATH.

. MY PROFESSIONAL
DIDN'T YOU KNOW? CURIOSITY PIGUED,
REAGl:gLD WA;N'T THE NEXT STEP WAS

PORTER; TO GET IN TOUCH
HE WAS Mie. WITH My CONTACTS

IN LUNPROFOR* AND
THE LOCAL POLICE.

*UNPRCOFCR = THE LIN PROTECTION FORCE
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| ALSC USED THE
OPPORTUNITY TO GET
IN TOLICH WITH
ZAGREB AND LONDON
VIA A SATELLITE PHONE.

Karim Zaimovié

FURTHER DETAILS
CAME THE NEXT
DAY AFTER
CALLS TO PARIS

HE WAS AN EXPERIENCED
OPERATIVE WHO PLIED HIS
TRADE IN HONG KONG AND
THE MIDDLE EAST.

REGINALD LEWIS'S REAL
NAME WAS RAYMOND MANILOW.

A FEW DAYS LATER,
| RECEIVED A CALL

BUT THERE WAS NOT MUCH ELSE,
'| AND | PROBABLY WOLILD'VE REACHED
A DEAD END... FROM LONDON,
IT WAS EDMOND MICIC,
THE FAMOUS
| reporter FOR
| sunpay express...

THE BRITISH DIPLOMATIC
CORPS REFERRED TO
HIS ASSIGNMENT
IN SARAJEVO.

...AND A LONGTIME FRIEND
OF MINE; THE TWO OF US
HAD WORKED TOGETHER ON
A SERIES OF REPORTS
BEFORE THE WAR.

NOT BEING
IN TOUCH LATELY.
| HAD A

SORRY FOR

ANYTHING | CAN DO
TO HELP, ED.
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

HE WANTED TO KNOW MORE

ABOUT THE SUDDEN INFLUX
OF FOREIGN OPERATIVES WHO
HAD RECENTLY COME TO SARAJEVO.

MY SOURCES ARE
SAYING THAT
THEY ARE

ALL SCRAMBLING

50 WHAT DO YOU SAY? >
SHOLLD WE BOTH ¥~ voueer!
o I'LL BE IN TOUCH.

; I 1" NGT THE KIND OF
IF 'D KNOWN WHERE i | 5 PERSON WHO PUTS

OUR INVESTIGATION WOULD o | = =
LEAD LS, I'M SURE { ! HIS LIFE IN DANGER...
| WOULDN'T HAVE GONE
AHEAD WITH IT.

INVESTIGATION
SOCN BECAME.
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Karim Zaimovié

EDMOND CALLED BACK FOUR DAYS LATER OUR SOLIRCES CONFIRMED THAT CURRENTLY THERE
TO COMPARE NOTES. THIS IS WHAT WERE AT LEAST 15 OPERATIVES AND FOREIGN
WE KNEW AT THAT POINT: , INTELLIGENCE FIELD AGENTS IN SARAJEVO...

HERS WHOSE
AFFILIATION WE
COULD NOT
DETERMINE.

T THAT THEIR GOAL
WAS TO LOCATE A DOCUMENT
DATING BACK TO THE EARLY
20TH CENTURY.

¥ : ...WOULD OWN AN ITEM OF "
| THOSE WHO MANAGED TO GET [0 GREAT WPORTANCE. I 9| ...AN INCREDIBLE POLITICAL AND
THEIR HANDS ON IT... il - GOMETHING THAT : MILITARY ADVANTAGE.
3 WOULD GIVE THEM... .
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

THIS DOCUMENT WAS
ALLEGEDLY HIDDEN IN
RAJEVO...

..BUT AT THAT TIME IT WAS

i IMPOSSIBLE TO LEARN ANY
OTHER PETAILS ABOUT ITS
CONTENTS OR PURPOSE.

- WAS KILLED ON THE NIGHT OF
FEBRUARY 10, 1994, WITH TWC
PRECISE SHOTS TO THE STOMACI

| PIP FIND OUT THAT RAYMOND
MANILOW, A.K.A REGINALD LEWIS...

DEATH WAS FILED AS f | BUT A DETECTIVE REVEALED
A ROBBERY-TURNED-MURDER, IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN
NOT UNCOMMON FOR AN ASSASSINATION.
WARTIME SARAJEVO.

| COULDN'T MAKE
SENSE OF IT ALL,

BUT | KNEW
THE KILLER HAD USED THERE WAS
CYANIDE-TIPPED BULLETS. SOﬂA:II.:‘I;-IeING

404



MICIC CALLED BACK.

HIS SOURCE AT THE

Fo OFFICE HAD
TOLD HIM THAT THE
"SARAJEVO POCUMENT" *
CASE...

THAT MAPE IT
VERY SERIOUS.
THE NEO-NAZI

MCIE IN
FURTHER...

IN ORDER TO PROTECT HIS DESCENDANTS
FROM POTENTIAL BACKLASH...

-..BECAUSE HIS ENTIRE
FAMILY HAD PERISHED IN
CONCENTRATION CAMPS,

Karim Zaimovié

CERTAIN NEO-NAZI GROUPS
WERE ALSO ON THE HLNT.

MICIC FINALLY

NAME TO

...ILL SIMPLY REFER |
TO HIM AS NENAD 9}

HIS SURNAME
IMMEDIATELY
RANG A BELL.

HE WAS FROM
A PROMINENT

FAMLLY...

e

... THAT LISED TC OWN
A WELL-KNOWN BUILDING |-
IN DOWNTOWN SARAJEVO.

Tt A = g

TODAY, THAT BUILDING
WAS NOTHING MORE THAN
ANOTHER RUIN IN THIS CITY.
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

THE NEXT DAY, | WENT TO SEE
MR, TLIRKWI&. WHO LET ME USE
HIS HISTORICAL ARCHIVE...

A

«..THE LARGEST ARCHIVE
LEFT IN THE CITY AFTER
THE DESTRUCTION OF

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY.

THE COMMLINISTS CAME TO POWER
AFTER WORLD WAR D THE FAMILY
SOON EMIGRATED T¢ UTH AMERICA.

THOSE WHO MET HIM DURING HIS
TIME IN SARAJEVO SAID THAT HE
SEEMED LIKE A MAN ON A MISSION.

406

MR. TURKOVI

T el B 2

NENAD D.'S FAMILY HAD BEEN
Goop EVENIN@ VERY WELL RESPECTED, AND NOT
. | ONLY BECALSE OF THEIR WEALTH.

‘ ‘IQ

NENAD . CAME BACK TO
SARAJEVO IN HIS LATE 305,

INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH,
| MANAGED TO SPOT HIM
IN A PHOTO FROM
ISMET MUJEZINOVIC'S 1962
EXHIBITION AT THE JINA HALL.




VERY SOON AFTER HIS ARRIVAL, HIS FRIENDS DESCRIBED HIM AS
HE STARTED HANGING OUT IN VERY STINGY DESPITE HIS WEALTH.
WELL-KNOWN CIRCLES.

Karim Zaimovié

EVERY TOWN HAS
ITS RUMORS:
A STORY REGARDING

Lo THE TRUE REASONS

FOR HIS VISIT SURFACED
A FEW YEARS LATER.

A PORTION OF THEIR RICHES IN THE BASEMENT

ALLEGEDLY, BEFORE THEY LEFT, HIS PAMILY HAD HIDDEN
OF THEIR BUILDING.

HE FINALLY OPENED THE
SEALED SPACE IN FRONT OF
POLICE OFFICIALS.

SEALED BEHIND
A FALSE WALL, THERE WAS
SUPPOSEDLY SILVERWARE OF
SIGNIFICANT VALLE.

| WONDER IF NENAD D.
TOCK ALL OF THOSE CBJECTS
HIM. MAYBE HE WAS
GIVEN AN EQUIVALENT IN CASH?

ANYWAY, HE DISAPPEARED FROM SARAJEVO
AS QUICKLY AS HE HAD APPEARED.

IT TOOK HIM YEARS TO GET
THE COURTS TO GRANT HIM
ACCESS TO THE BASEMENT.

NO ONE KNOWS WHAT THEY
FOUND THERE, AND ALL
WERE LOST EITHER

| RECORDS
BEFORE OR DURING THE WAR.

HE NEVER CAME
BACK TQ THIS CITY.
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

DIDN'T AUD UP. IT WAS STRANGE

THE STORY OF NENAD .
THAT SOMEONE WHO WAS RICH...

... WOULD SPEND A FEW YEARS OF i
HIS LIFE TRYING TO GET HIS HANDS ||
ON SOME SILVERWARE....

... THAT PROBABLY
WOULDN'T ADD MUCH TO
HIS OVERALL WEALTH.

NENAD D. MUST HAVE BEEN
| LOCKING FOR SOMETHING ELSE,
SOMETHING MORE VALUABLE
THAN SILVERWARE.

MAYBE THE OTHER RUMORS
WERE TRLUE. HE COLLD'VE
BEEN A FOREIGN SPY.

NO, THAT SEEMS LINLIKELY.
THE AUTHORITIES WOLLDN'T
TOLERATE HIM BEING
AROUND
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| TOLD MiCIE ABOUT MY
DISCOVERIES IMMEDIATELY.
HE SOUNDED VERY EXCITED,
AND LESS THAN TWO DAYS

LATER, MY PHONE RANG.

LISTEN UP, THIS STORY IS
BIGGER THAN WE THOUGHT.

IT MIGHT
EVEN GET US
A PULITZER!

AFTER HE WENT BACK TO
SOUTH AMERI

HE BECAME
EXTREMELY WEALTHY.

NENAD D. WAS A SPY
AFTER ALL. HE HAD WORKED
FOR A U.S. AND ISRAELI-OWNED
SOUTH AMERICAN CORPORATION.

= N

Karim Zaimovié

IT SEEMS THIS HAPPENED
ALMOST OVERNIGHT.

HE DISAPPEARED

HE WAS LARGELY
FORGOTTEN.
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

.- AND A MAJOR CAR ACCIDENT IN
MONTEVIDED, INVOLVING ONE
ALVAJADRO BORRELLES,

AN URUGUAYAN DOCTOR.

ALVAJADRO RELLES
WAS IN FACT NENAD

ALTHOUGH BADLY HURT,
NENAD D. SURVIVED THE ACCIDENT.
| SPOKE TO OLR MAN IN MONTEVIDEQ
AND HE SAID THA

...A NUMBER OF INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES
HAD BEEN INTERESTED IN VISITING
NENAP AT THE HOSPITAL.

SHE SAID THAT ON HIS
DEATHBED NENAD D.
WENT ON ABOUT
A "SARAJEVO SECRET"
THAT ONLY HE KNEW
THE DETAILS OF.

AND HE DID:
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Karim Zaimovié

HE DIED RIGHT AFTER,
AND TOOK KIS SECRET
WITH HIM TO HIS
MONTEVIDEC GRAVE.

| WOKE UP THE NEXT DAY
TO TERRIBLE NEWS:
MICIC'S CORRESPONDENT
AND THE NURSE HAD
ALLEGEDLY COMMITTED
| SUICIDE ON THE SAME DAY.

SHE SWORE THAT g g ESE MURDERS WERE
WITH HIS DYING BREATH, 7 7 ) - SUPPOSED TO BE

NENAD MENTIONED x g I 4 y E A WARNING SIGN.
NIKOLA TESLA AND SOME - \ LINFORTUNATELY,

SECRET DISCOVERY OF HIS. * WE WERE ALREADY
H 3 IN TOO DEEP.

WE SOON DISCOVERED THAT
NENAD'S FINAL WORDS ACTUALLY
REFERRED TO A POWERFUL WEAPON
OF MASS DESTRLICTION THAT TESLA
HAR SUPPOSEDLY INVENTED!

WE AGREED ON THE
NEXT STEP: FIND ANY POSSIBLE
LINK BETWEEN TESLA AND
SARAJEVO OR NENAD D.
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

IN 1931, TESLA ANNOUNCED THAT
HE HAD CREATED A WEAPON
“TO END ALL WARS."

HE CALLED IT

IT WAS CAPABLE OF SHOOTING DOWN e f 1 y -.. HARNESSING
10.000 ENEMY AIRPLANES AT ONCE. E A . NOTHING MORE THAN
= — | b THE ELECTRICITY IN THE

V ; = " | EARTW'S ATMOSPUERE.

OUR SOURCES CLAIMED THAT
TESLA HAD ALREADY INVENTED IT
BY THE EARLY 18005, AND THAT

THE WARDENCLYFFE TOWER IN

NEW JERSEY WAS A FULLY
OPERATIONAL PROTOTYPE

THIS RESLLTED IN WHAT
WOLLD LATER BECOME KNOWN
AS THE TUNGUSKA EVENT.

THE EXPLOSION HAD
OBLITERATED EVERYTHING IN
ITS PATH IN A 200-MILE RAD!LIS.

B =
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Karim Zaimovié

PUTTING THE PIECES OF
THIS SPECTACULAR
STORY TOGETHER
WAS ALMOST
IMPOSSIBLE.

IN LITTLE OVER A MONTH,
THE INVESTIGATION HAD

AND OVER THE SPAN OF
AN ENTIRE CENTURY.

DESPITE ALL THE SECRETS,
INCONSISTENCIES
AND CONTRADICTIONS,
WE WERE FINALLY SURE.

| Testa Hap iscoverep
THE DEATH RAY GUN.

...USING THE MOST
BASIC LAWS OF PHYSICS.
HERE'S HOW IT ENDED P IN SARAJEVO:
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

PARANOID, TESLA DECIDED TO WPRINT TEELA SO0M REALIZED
WIS ASSISTANT HOWARD BERKER
WITH THE FORMULA THROLIGH HYPNOSIS,

AlL WRITTEN TRACES
OF THE FORMULA.

HE REFUSED TO
HAND IT OVER TO
THE U.5. GOVERNME!
DESPITE GROWING
PRESSURE.

HE WANTED TO ERASE IT FROM :
BERKER'S SUBCONSCIOUS AS WELL, |+
BUT HIS ASSISTANT,
ORIGINALLY FROM THE BALKANS...

- WAS IN SARAJEVO |
THE TIME.

PASSERSBY CARRIED A BADLY INJURED
BERKER TO THE BUILDING OWNED BY
NENAD .S FAMILY.

NENAD'S FATHER,
AN AMATELR

...50 HE WROTE

. | THE FORMULA DOWN
KNEW THAT THESE

WERE NOT JUST
THE RAMBLINGS OF
A DYING MAN....

BERKER WAS DEAD.
TESLA COULD RELAX,
CONVINCED THAT
THE SECRET WAS
GONE FOREVER.
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Karim Zaimovié

BUSY WITH EVERYDAY LIFE,
NENAD'S FATHER COMPLETELY
FORGOT ABOUT THE FORMULA
FOR YEARS.

LINTIL WWil, WHEN AN 55 OFFICER -..WHICH COULD DECIDE
LIVING IN KIS BUILDING TOLD HIM ABOUT I THE OUTCOME OF THE WAR.
THE LEGEND OF TESLA'S DEATH RAY GLIN... — |

TERRIFIED,
HE REALIZED : .60 HE HID IT
THAT HE WAS ) IN THE BASEMENT
THE ONLY 3 TOGETHER WITH
PERSON ON THE SILVERWARE.
THE PLANET -
WHO HAD
THE FORMULA.

AS A YUGOSLAV PATRIOT,
HE REFUSED TO HAND IT
OVER TO THE GERMANS...

LNFORTUNATELY, ON APRIL 6, 1945,
3 THIS BRAVE MAN WAS KILLED BY
! i SHRAPNEL FROM THE SAME SHELL
| THAT TOOK THE LIFE OF

| L VLADIMIR PERIC VALTER.

IN THE LATE 505, WHILE GOING THROUGH
HIS FATHER'S DIARIES AND NOTES,
NENAD DISCOVERED THE TERRIBLE SECRET
BEHIND THE FALSE BASEMENT WALL.
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

7

THE NEXT FEW DAYS WERE TOUGH
FOR BOTH MICIC AND ME.
FIRST HE STARTED GETTING
THREATENING PHONE CALLS...

I'M QUT OF THE INVESTIGATION.
| HAVE TO THINK OF MY WIFE
AND CHILDREN.

.AND A FEW ROCKS FLEW IN FINALLY, AFTER HIS CAR
THROUGH HIS WINDOWS " EXPLODED THE NEXT
LATER THAT NIGHT. : || MORNING, HE GAVE ME A CALL.

TWO STRANGERS
CAME INTO MY
OFFICE THE
NEXT DAY.
THEIR BOSNIAN
WAS ALMOST
PERFECT, EXCEPT
FOR A CERTAIN
HARSHNESS
IN THEIR VOICES.

IT'Z TIME TO GIVE LP
ON ZE WHOLE ZING.

416

THE BARREL GLINTED FOR A SECOND
AND A SPARK IN THEIR EYES
TOLD ME THAT THEY WOLILDN'T
HESITATE TO USE IT.

GO BACK TO WRITING
ABOUT FILMZ AND

€COMICZ, OR ELZE...

| DIDN'T WANT TO TEST THEIR PATIENCI
ENOUGH 15 ENOUGH, | SAID YSEL]

THEY WERE RIGHT.
IT WAS OVER.



Karim Zaimovié

+..TOGETHER WITH THE REST OF THE
UNSOLVED SARAJEVO MYSTERIES...

o LINEXPECTEDLY, THE EPILOGLE OF
AND IT WAS, THE STORY CAME ON ITS OWN,
UNTIL JANUARY 1995. AFTER | HAD FILED THE CASE AWAY...

| COULDN'T HELP BUT WONDER:
WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO THE FORMULA?
WAS IT EVER DISCOVERED?
WHO GOT THEIR HANDS ON 7

MOST OF THE FOREIGN
OPERATIVES HAD LEFT THE CITY.
MAYBE ONE OF THEM HAD
MANAGED TO FIND THE FORMLLA?

MICIC AND | SPOKE RARELY,
AND MOSTLY OUT OF COURTESY.
BOTH OF US KNEW THAT IT WAS

BETTER NOT TO DISCUSS IT ANYMORE.

ONE NIGHT,
THE PHONE
STARTLED ME A4S |
WAS WATCHING TV.

o —
IT WAS A MAN T >
WITH A COARSE WHO ARE YOU? .
vorcé. OFTEN WHAT'S THIS ABOUT? & IT'S ABOUT TESLA.
INTERRUPTED .
WITH BOUTS
OF COUGH.

LET'S MEET TOMORROW
MORNING AT THE RUINS
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

WHEN | MET
THE MAN BEHIND
THE COARSE VOICE...

-
...THINGS BECAME | |
CRYSTAL CLEAR,

AND THE DECADES-
OLD STORY FINALLY
CANE TO ARATHER | 4
BIZARRE END.

CAUSES...

...OR WERE KILLED UNDER
UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES.

HE MANAGED TO
ESCAPE THE SAME FATE
BY EMIGRATING TO THE USSR
AS A SWORN COMMUNIST.

\ 4 HE HAD COME BACK
THE OLD MAN WAS A RETIRED 7 TO SARAJEVO IN 1991
POLICE INSPECTOR AND ONE OF ~5

THE MEN PRESENT AT THE

OPENING OF THE SEALED
ROOM IN THE BASEMENT OF
THIS BUILDING IN 1870,

AWARE THAT
THE END
WAS NEAR,
HE JusT
WANTED

i TO CLEAR \ THIS IS THE STORY
NOW HE HAD HiS CONSCIENCE. [l it
TERMINAL CANCER. A G
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NENAD D. DID FIND THE FORMLLA
HERE IN THE BASEMENT.
HE BOUGHT US OFF
WITH THE SILVERWARE.

Karim Zaimovié

| FOLLOWED HIM AND LEARNED WHAT [

THE FORMULA WAS ABOLIT. ()

| PUT THE PIECES TOGETHER =5
WHILE IN RUSSIA.

AFTER RECEIVING THE FIRST HALF OF
THE MONEY, HE FLED. HE WANTED TO
WAIT IT OUT FOR A WHILE AND THEN DO
AN OPEN ALUCTION FOR THE OTHER HALF
OF THE FORMULA.

BUT | WANTED TO MAKE
SURE | HAD THE UPPER HAND,
IF YOU KNOW WHAT | MEAN.

NENAD ©. TOOK ONLY
ONE HALF OF THE
FORMLULA WITH HIM.
ONCE BACK IN SOUTH
AMERICA, HE GAVE
THE FIRST HALF TO
REPRESENTATIVES OF
WORLD POWERS.

YOU ALREADY KNOW WHAT
HAPPENED TO HIM.
| HAVE NO IPEA WHO
ORDERED HIS EXECUTION.

BUT WHERE'S
THE OTHER HALF OF
THE FORMULA?
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

X My NEW FRIEND HAD AN NENAD'S PLAN WAS BRILLIANT.
i o i

THE REST OF THE FORMULA
BASED ON IT.

TO HIS COLISIN,
AMIR Z., FOR SAFEKEEPING.

WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE BOOK?,

WHY WOULD ANYONE
LEAVE AN OBJECT OF SUCH
IMPORTANCE WITH A COMPLETELY
OBLIVIOUS PERSON?

420

THE OTHER HALF WAS
E KEY TO

TESLA'S DEATH RAYS.

HE PROTECTED THE BOOK
WITH DUE DILIGENCE,
HIPING T IN HIS
LARGE FAMILY LIBRARY.

- WHICH LEADS LS
TO THE FINAL ACT AND THE
BEWILDERING DISCOVERY.




Karim Zaimovié

IN ALL OF ITS ABSURDITY,
THIS MIGHT BE THE ONLY FITTING
CLOSURE TO THE INCREDIBLE
STORY THAT | HAVE LINCOVERED.

THAT IS WHY | HAVE DECIDED
TO GO PUBLIC WITH
THE WHOLE THING.

-AND GIVE IT TO
| WANT TO ASK ALL OF You
TO TRY YOUR BEST THOSE PECPLE...
TO FIND THE FORMLLA. ..
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THE MASSACHUSETTS REVIEW

SOON AFTER, AMIR'S RELATIVES . e THEY USED
FROM THE COLINTRYSIDE ¢ g A PART OF
MOVED INTO HIS APARTMENT. = " HIS LIERARY

1 g e [ - TO KEEP WARM...

MNENAD WOLLDN'T

e Book j AavE HEDEN
WAS BURNED. THE FORMULA IN
“ ANY OLD TOME.

THE ONLY LOGICAL
CONCLUSION 1S THAT
THE BOOK CONTAINING
THE TERRIBLE SECRET...

T ...THAT MIGHT DETERMINE
THE FLITLIRE GF HUMANKING
1S STILL OLIT THERE.

422



